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Exalted Ruler Thoughts

Here we are at the end of our 20-21 year for our lodge and the
end of my tenure as Exalted Ruler. | must say it was an
interesting year with the pandemic. We as an organization
were still able to achieve our goals.

We had our annual poker run which was held in June and from
the proceeds we were able to provide 168 dictionary's for 3rd
graders in Christian County. We had our Back to School
Shopping Spree in July and August which was a big success. In
September we had our annual Veterans Golf Tournament at
Deer Lake golf course. This year was the best turn out that we
have had in the last five years and with the help from our
members, scouts and proceeds from the golf tournament we
were able to provide 31 Christmas food baskets to our veterans
in Christian County and make a donation of $500 and 100
candy bars to Mount Vernon nursing home for a Christmas
dinner for the veterans. | would also like to recognize all of the
other events and activities that we had fun at and enjoyed
through out the year.

| would like to sincerely thank all our members for their
support and all the volunteers who participated during the
year to help make these events a success, it was very much
appreciated and | am looking forward to working with the
incoming Exalted Ruler to continue to support our charities.
God bless and stay safe,

Fraternally

Charlie Falzone, Exalted Ruler
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Please Join Us with
Families, Friends
and Members
for the Annual
Christian
County Elks
#2777

stallation

Officers
Friday
March 26

Installation of New

Officers followed by

Friday Night Family
Dinner

Christian County Elks Support Daisies

The Elks donated $250 to Troop 72014 to
help get their group up and running strong. The Elks will
also donate meeting space at the Lodge for
2 Thursdays a month for the Daisies.

Daisies use the Girl's Guide to Girl Scouting for Daisies and the
National Leadership Journeys to work on various activities. They
may earn the Daisy

Safety Award and the G I

Bridge to Brownies Award.
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February New Members

Christian County Elks #2777 (Ozark MO) congratulates 3 new

members in joining our Lodge. Frances Johnson is a transfer
from Vista CA. Elks in California. Frances’ daughter, Susan Fox,
and her husband Peter were initiated into our order by Exalted

Ruler, Charles Falzone, and his officers last evening. Frances,

Susan and Peter moved to Ozark 5 years ago and enjoy the

midwest lifestyle after living in California. Frances husband was

retired military and a member at the Vista Elks, Susan was in
the banking industry in Fallbrook CA and Peter currently installs
and maintains sports fields for the NFL and MLB. All three look
forward to continuing the Elks tradition of helping less fortunate

children, supporting our veterans and our community.

Planning the new year means taking a look back

This is the time of year that many
people look for change. Days are
getting longer and, in much of the
country, warmer. Signs of spring are
beginning to show. It may be the end of
an Elks year, but it is also the beginning
of anew one. If you are retiring from
your leadership role, continuing on
in a new one, or beginning your year
as the leader, no matter what you are
doing, you are the leadership of the
organization and your Lodge.

Year end seems like a time of
celebration, but we also need to
continue to move forward. Lodge
Secretaries need to prepare the year-end
reports. Budgets for the upcoming year
should be solidified and any last-minute

Message from
the Grand
Exalted Ruler

PAUL R.

RYAN

changes should be made, if need be.
This is also the time to evaluate your
Lodge and review what was successful.
Continue those programs and work them.
But also look to see what didn’t work.
Don’t over analyze it, but rather consider
what it was that didn’t work. Ask yourself
if it is worth having it again or scratching

it and try something new.

Begin now to update your Lodge’s
calendar and prepare for the future
events. If you are prepared, you are
Creating Momentum ahead of time.

Be sure also to review your Lodge
bylaws. Is there anything that needs
attention? At the same time, review your
house rules and make sure they are up
to date and ready for the next year. It is
vitally important to have these rules and
bylaws in effect to protect your Lodge
from a business perspective to clearly
define how the Lodge will handle any
and all negative situations that may arise.

Lastly, celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. Use
this celebration as a chance to meet and
greet your new officers.

DRUG AWARENESS PROGRAM

Useful apps help with issues including stress, vaping

By WILLIAM J. BRYAN

Assistant National Director

Although Elks range in age from 21
to triple digits, many of us who are
technically challenged haven’t quite
mastered the cell phone. Phones can be a
nuisance — such as at family gatherings,
where everyone is staring at their phones
and not socializing— but also beneficial.
Did you know that you canuse your phone
to stay healthy?

There are apps to help you start and
keep up healthy habits, like exercising
and eating a balanced diet. Other apps
are intended to assist with avoiding or
quitting unhealthy habits, like smoking
or using other drugs.

Here’s just a sample of the health-
oriented apps and online programs out
there. All of these are endorsed by the
Elks Drug Awareness Program, and they
are all free.

Reducing stress

Breathe2Relax—The U.S. military
designed this app, which offers breathing
exercises that have been shown to reduce
stress and help with managing anger and
anxiety.

Stopping vaping

This Is Quitting—The Truth Initiative’s
text messaging program helps young
people (ages 13 to 24) quit vaping. The
program is tailored based on age.

Addressing bullying

KnowBullying—This one, from the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, has resources
for parents and caregivers who want to
help build their children’s confidence
and discuss effective strategies for facing
bullying.

The next time you see someone staring
at their cell phone, oblivious to their
surroundings, maybe they’re just seeking
to reduce the stress in their life... let’s

hope so! é/&

DRUG AWARENESS prOGRAY
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Exalted Ruler, Charles Falzone, would like to thank his 2020-2021 officer corps for a great
year of support and volunteering to better our lodge and community. And thank you to all
the members and volunteers that made this past year a success. (not pictured Chaplain,
Shirley Smith and Trustee Jesse Stalker)
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Recognition

»\

Support

Each donor, each gift, makes our charitable mission possible. Our donors’ support provides youth with a healthy
beginning, honors veterans and funds projects that improve the quality of life in local communities.

Because donors give in a variety of ways, the ENF recognizes donors accordingly. We hope these programs
demonstrate our gratitude and appreciation for donors’ support. Through your gifts, we're able to help Elks build
stronger communities today, tomorrow and for years to come.

« Individual Programs
Recognizing individuals for their amount, method and frequency of support.

« John F. Malley Society
Honors donors who notify the ENF of a planned gift.

« Donor Hall of Fame
Complete, searchable honor rolls for our annual and cumulative donor recognition programs.

« Elks Scholar Donors
Elks scholarship recipients gave back to the ENF to help future Elks scholars!

* Your Personal Giving_History
Updated monthly, this report lists your total donations to the Foundation and itemizes gifts made during the
current fiscal year.

ond Robert Quimby 16th Rickie Love 28t Debbie Tangora
4th Mike Klinger 18th Bill Beauchamp 3oth  Dorothy Phillips
gth Tara Bruenger 26t Patrick Steele 31st Ron Caughlan

10th Robin Deweerdt



0zARKS VETERANS COALITION

CHARLES HOPKINS
F’RESIDENT
charhoppy59&gmail.com

417-693-6298

Christina Mulberry

Owner / Agent

INSURANCE

 O:(417) 631-4446 ext. 1001
C: (417) 576-5796
E: (417) 544-8153
BK cmulberry@idealinsurancemo.com
@ 1531 E. Bradford Pkwy Ste. 304 Springfield, MO 65804

R E D Remember

Everyone
Deployed

Elks Wear
RED on Fridays

Christian County Elks 2777

Our Elks member, Deborah
Rankin, has graciously offered
house cleaning for anyone in
need. You may know of an
elderly person or someone
that just cannot handle a few
of the chores. Deborah is
donating her time to help so
give her a call at 816-288-9600

This is REAL Elks spirit!
Elks Care, Elks Share

; "I’m Your Mechanic!

All Makes & Models
Open 7 Days a Week

1398 N. 18th St.
Ozark, MO 65721

American Automotive LLC

Engine & Trans Swaps & Tune Ups
facebook.com/americanautomotivellc

417.536.6775

Mission Statement
To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, Brotherly
Love and Fidelity; to recognize a belief in God; to
promote the welfare and enhance the happiness of its
Members; to quicken the spirit of American patriotism;
to cultivate good fellowship; to perpetuate itself as a
fraternal organization, and to provide for its
government, the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks of the United States of America will serve the
people and communities through benevolent programs,
demonstrating that Elks Care - Elks Share.

Everyone’s Irish
O
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CHRISTIAN COUNTY ELKS LODGE #2777
PO Box 1399
Ozark, MO 65721
417-581-4190
www.ccelks2777.com
To a Very Important Elk:

SW District MO Elks Grand Lodge ENF Elks Programs Veterans Find a Lodge Who Are Elks? Elks History Videos

ChriStian County Elks 2777 1 ? £ ) Aslons s thorsare roterans,

the Eks will support them
In the Heart of the Ozarks

‘ HOME ‘ LODGE EVENTS INBOX CALENDAR LODGE 2777 ~ MEMBERSHIP v NEWSLETTER RENT THE LODGE CONTACT US Q

Memorial for Dena 1 Christmas Dinner Donation “Double Zeroes” Wreaths of Remembrance

Visit our website for everythng you need to
know about the
Christian County Elks #2777
www.ccelks2777.co

CCElks Vete;ans December 8,2020
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November Newslettef ' OctoberNew Members




