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EXALTED RULER THOUGHTS 

It’s the beginning of a new year.  I am honored to represent our lodge 

as Exalted Ruler.  I am excited about our new officers and existing 

officers that I will be working with this year to maintain our Veterans 

and community programs. 

A number of our lodge members attended this year’s Spring 

convention; attendance was a little less than normal, but we all had a 

good time.  The Elks in the states of Missouri are doing a very good job 

in supporting Benevolent Trust, the Elks National Foundation and all 

of the other programs we support. The one item from the conversation 

that hit home with me was the statement: 

PAST-----PRESENT----FUTURE 

The Elks have done great work in the past doing great work at present 

and need to continue to do great work in the future.   To do that we 

need to continue to increase our membership.  We need to take the 

opportunity to communicate to the people in our community to what 

Elkdom is about and what we stand for, then they will love us and want 

to join and be part of our organization. 

I am looking forward to working with all of our members in achieving 

our goals and having fun while doing it. 

Fraternally, Charlie Falzone, ER 

A MESSAGE FROM GRAND LODGE HEADQUARTERS 

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic has posed an unprecedented 
challenge for our communities, our members, and to our organization's 
daily business. We hope each of you are taking the necessary 
precautions to keep yourselves and your communities safe. 
On March 21, 2020, the Governor of Illinois announced a "Stay at 
Home" mandate closing all but essential businesses through at least 
April 7th. While this mandate will keep Grand Lodge employees away 
from the office, it will not keep us off the job. Grand Lodge is still 
working for you, as most employees will be working remotely during 
this period. We will still be available to respond to your emails and 
phone calls, although response times may be delayed. Unfortunately, 
shipping of supply orders during this period will be minimal. 

Thank you for all you do for Elkdom, and remember, we'll get through 
this together! 
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AUXILIARY REPORT 

The Christian County Elks #2777 Auxiliary met on March 10th.  Dinner was hosted by the M's thru W's.  There were 23 
members present.  The Secretary, Treasurer's, and Committee reports were given and approved.  Old business, our 
Bunco Party, to be held on March 16th was discussed. Several gifts have already been brought to the Lodge.  Thank you  
to the contributors for these items. 
 
Our new business was the election of officers for the new year, starting in April. The following officers were elected: 
President, Mary Angell, Vice-President, Karol Simpson, Secretary, Dena Wolfe and Treasurer, Jan Bruenger.  Mary will 
appoint committee chairman at the next meeting. 
 
Footnote:  As you have all heard by now, with the Coronavirus upon us, the Lodge has closed the doors to all meetings 
and events until after April 7th.  Hopefully, by that time, the worst of this awful disease will be lessened, and we can all 
return to normal lives.  We cannot be sure of that, so just know that you will be informed by email and Facebook when our 
activities will start again.  In the meantime, everyone take care 
of yourselves and please avoid crowds as much as possible.  My prayers go out to all. 
 
Mary Angell,  
Auxiliary President 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBER 
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CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES FOR THE B.P.O.E. 

Grand Lodge Advisory Committee recently held a conference call to discuss the coronavirus issue and 
how Lodges should proceed during this unprecedented health crisis.  They offer the following guidelines 

that may be applied to all of our Lodges in every State.  Items listed below are a guide for each State 
Sponsor so he can establish further guidelines for the State Associations and Local Lodges he oversees. 

 
Since every State, and even localities within a State, are issuing different guidelines on activities and 

closures, the Advisory Committee determined that restrictions/limitations regarding the virus should be left 
to each State Sponsor and that the Lodges should follow their State government directives, along with 

local and state health official guidelines, as overseen, encouraged and/or directed by the State Sponsors.  
An example of the differences is that some states have closed bars and restaurants, others have not 

ordered closures, but most all are limiting gatherings to groups of no more than 50, 25, 20, 10 or even 4 
persons, depending on the Federal, State and Local mandate.   

 
It was determined that if bars and restaurants are closed in your State, then your bar and kitchen must 

also be closed.  Some Lodges, located in States which has not ordered the closures, are closing their bar 
and kitchen anyway, opting for on the side of caution, and that is acceptable.  If the bar and kitchen are 

closed, most States do not prohibit access to the Lodge facility in order to conduct needed services/repair 
and/or to conduct Lodge business as long as the gathering exceeds the mandated total. 

 
In some cases, where there are closures of the bar and kitchen, a Lodge may still allow Members to 

access the Lodge, subject to the limitation of the size of gatherings, thereby allowing Members gather in 
small groups for cards, gaming machines, pull tabs, and other minor activities.  If allowed, these Lodges 
must take extra care to have hand sanitizers available at all entrances and often clean and disinfect high 

traffic areas.  Members who appear ill should be asked to leave the Lodge immediately and to always 
follow best practices and CDC guidelines.  If entry is allowed, it should be restricted to Members Only and 

no Guests may be invited to the Lodge. 
 

Here are some guidelines Local Lodges may or may not fall under depending on the current 
actions of the Federal, State or Local Executive Orders. 

 
Any further guidance, assistance and directives on how these will be applied to your State 

Association and Local Lodge should be directed to your State Sponsor. 
 

Some of the suggested guidelines below are not strictly in accordance with GL Statutes, but these are 
difficult times and we must proceed as best we can to conduct the business of the Lodge, treating the 

current health crisis as an emergency situation. 
 

Member Access – Depending on the State you live in, Members may still be allowed access to your 
Lodge facility, but we must maintain our Lodges cannot be opened to the public, therefore Members are 
not permitted to bring guests into the Lodge. Many States have restrictions as to the number of Members 
who can gather at one time. As a suggestion and extra precaution, in deference to our older Members, it 

is strongly suggested that every Lodge follow the CDC recommendation of a 10-Member limitation for any 
gathering.  Depending on the mandates or executive orders by Federal, State or Local authorities, there 

may or may not be food or beverage service, which may include no BYOB service. There may or may not 
be provisions for food or drink being consumed on Lodge property. When permitted by Federal, State or 

Local Law, Lodges that can operate with a profitable carry-out food service are permitted to do so, 
provided they exercise the utmost care for the safety of their workers. 

 
If Member access is allowed, the Lodge must take extra steps for the safety of Members, have hand 

sanitizers available, and clean and disinfect high traffic areas often.  Members who appear ill should be 
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asked to stay home, and if they come to the Lodge, must be directed to leave the Lodge immediately. Of 
course, during this crisis, any Lodge may deny a Member’s access into their facility except for official 

meetings and to conduct of Lodge business. If allowed, Lodge access should always be permitted in order 
to conduct needed services/repair and/or conduct Lodge business, i.e., for Secretaries, Treasurers, 

Officers, Trustees/Boards and Committees to perform their official duties and conduct meetings on behalf 
of the Lodge. 

 
Regular Lodge Meetings – If allowed, Lodges are urged to proceed with their Regular Lodge 

Meetings. Grand Lodge Statutes provide that a Quorum is 9 Members (7 in Lodges with fewer than 100 
Members), so even with the 10-Member limitation, the Officers/Members can conduct the Regular Lodge 
Meetings.  If more than 10 Members attend a meeting, then the additional Members could be seated just 
outside the Lodge Room in groups of not more than 10, listening to the proceedings, and invited into the 

Lodge Room one by one to speak, if desired.  A vote of the Lodge could be taken in the same way, 
allowing the overflow Members to enter the Lodge Room one by one to vote. 

 
Lodge Meetings should be limited only to the business that is necessary, and the length of the meeting 

should be shortened as much as possible to prevent any prolonged exposure of possibly contracting the 
virus.  While this procedure is unusual, since most Regular Lodge Meetings do not draw a large crowd, 

this approach should work easily. Thus, allowing the Lodges to keep abreast in handling all of the Lodge 
business.  If deemed prudent and appropriate by the Lodge Officers, a Lodge may still apply to the District 

Deputy for dispensation from holding a Regular Lodge Meeting, and that request will be granted. 
 

Installation of Officers - Installation of the new Lodge Officers is considered to be very important.  A 
Lodge must have their new Officers installed, this action gives the membership knowledge of who is in 
charge and provides that the Lodge Leadership is in place to make necessary decisions for the Lodge.  
Advisory did opine that Installations may take place at a Regular Lodge Meeting, or elsewhere, and that 
any Past Exalted Ruler or outgoing Exalted Ruler, may conduct a modified or shortened version of the 

Installation, with or without other Installing Officers being involved. Whichever way installation is 
accomplished, we must keep in mind the most important part is the Oath of Office. If done outside of a 

Regular Lodge Meeting, the Installation must be recorded in the minutes of the next Meeting by the Lodge 
Secretary or recorded as minutes of a Special Meeting. 

 
Initiations - All pending Initiations should be handled quickly, prior to the end of March, and by the best 
means possible. Whether Initiations are during a Regular Lodge Meeting, inside or outside the Lodge 
Room, individually or with a group(s) of new Members; because of the virus concerns, you may use a 

modified or shortened version of the Ritual, which may involve one or more Officers The goal? To make 
sure that each new Member does take the Obligation and signs the required documents.  The new 
Members can then be invited back to the Lodge, at a later date, to observe a traditional Initiatory 

Ritual. Again, this is done to shorten the length of the meeting and in an abundance of caution. If done 
outside the Lodge Room, the information must be included in the minutes of the next Lodge Meeting or 

recorded as minutes of a Special Meeting. 
 

District Deputy Clinics - Clinics should remain scheduled as planned, subject to the ever-changing 
conditions and further Notice.  The District Deputy, in conjunction with the State Sponsor, will decide as 

soon as it becomes clear that the Clinic can or cannot be held safely.  If not, the Clinic may be postponed 
to a later date.  If the later date is cancelled, then the Spring Clinic will likely be cancelled.  If cancelled, it 

will be up to the District Deputy to mail or deliver the usual GL Packets, and any other important 
information, to each of the District Lodges, and up to the Lodges to make sure that they receive the 

Packets as required. 
 

State Convention - The State Sponsor and State Association Leadership is in touch with the Convention 
Hotel and is aware of current State government guidelines.  Depending on the date of the session it may 
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be too early to make the call, but the decision about holding the State Convention will be made as soon as 
circumstances allow.  Until you hear otherwise, it is on. 

 
National Convention - The Convention Committee is well-aware of the situation and in touch with the 

Maryland Convention hotels and officials.  Maryland State guidelines may make the decision for us (their 
restaurants and bars are currently closed).  It is much too early to decide, but if a decision is made to 
cancel, that decision will be made in early to mid-June, if not sooner.  Otherwise, again, until you hear 

otherwise, it is on. 
 

 
 

 

ENF FUTURE EVENTS 

May 9th    Annual Kite Day 

June 14th   Annual Flag Day Events 

Back to School Shopping Starts July 11th.  Following with subsequent dates:  July 18th, July 25th and August 1st. 

 

 

 

4th JD Melton   16th Sharon Siegrist 
5th Michael Deans   18th Holly Reed 
6th Mary Loofbourrow  20th Colby Cox 
12th Jesse Stalker   22nd Doss Davis 
13th Jeff Holt   22nd Ruben Smith 
14th Sheila Rogers   27th Janet Morris 
16th William Butler   29th Deborah Dyer  

Mission Statement 

To inculcate the principles of Charity, Justice, 

Brotherly Love and Fidelity; to recognize a belief 

in God; to promote the welfare and enhance the 

happiness of its Members; to quicken the spirit of 

American patriotism; to cultivate good fellowship; 

to perpetuate itself as a fraternal organization, 

and to provide for its government, the Benevolent 

and Protective Order of Elks of the United States 

of America will serve the people and communities 

through benevolent programs, demonstrating 

that Elks Care - Elks Share. 
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BE SURE AND SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
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CHRISTIAN COUNTY ELKS LODGE #2777 

PO Box 1399 

Ozark, MO 65721 

417-581-4190 

www.ccelks2777.com 

       To a Very Important Elk: 

   

     


